Saint Vincent Ain Karem works in coordination
with the Israeli Ministry of Labor and Social Wel-
fare and is overseen by the Handicapped Ser-
vices Division.

Founded in 1964, it is under the ownership and
management of the Daughters of Charity, a Ca-
tholic congregation created by St Vincent de Paul,
whose motherhouse is in Paris, France.

Jewish, Arab, Muslim and Christian lay people
work and live together at Saint Vincent Ain Ka-
rem. They are physicians, nurses, physiotherapists,
social workers, various caregivers.. Also, vo-
lunteers from around the world generously help
and support the staff in their work.

Sant Vincest Ain Karerr

www.svaka.org
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Saint Vincent Ain Karem cares for approximately
60 Jewish and Arab chidren. They range from one
year old to their early twenties, and they come
from all parts of lsrae
cial needs: this means that their motor skills (sitting

. They are children with spe-

walking, eating, control of movements, etc) as well
as their cognitive skills ltalking, recognizing people
and objects, understanding situations, etc) have
been delayed or is very slow.

For most of the chi
consequence of brain damage (before or after

dren, the disabilities are the

birth), others present with genetic problems, and
there are some for whom the cause is unknown.

Each child's disability is taken
into account. It is amazingly
enriching to work with them:

the caregivers feel that they
receive from the children
even more than they give.

This is not easy fo unders-

tand, it really has to be

experienced, and

once it is, this feeling
remains with you for
the rest of your life.

She carnct walk, Lalk, or even sit
ewithout support. But she can Srile
and. Spea,é eIt her 513 beacdiful CIVECH
ZZ s Aer way of say/ing “ I exist and
Z am part of vour life . We \Spea,é =)
Aer with words, we Zell Aer whad 15
going on with us; and She apseers
with a deep glance, Serious at tisres
and Sometimes tull of Joy.

Dakna s Sople teaches wus an ir—
Portant lesson i it is /7055/5/3 Zo be
happy and give peace Co others with a

Witd/e srule and a penelrating lock. Her
expresSSion accomparies US z‘//roagh
life apd gves uUs S¢rengt /.

Our son Kabia suffers fromr ce-
rebral palsy, we have aleoays been
Concerned aboud Ais coell —-ée/ng, e
Was ¢ Years old when social ser—
Vices offered ¢s variows instidu—
Cions Chal would welcome Ainr. We
VisSited Zher all. Sant Vincent, in Ain
Karest, coas the very last institudion
on our I1st,

Upon ehz‘er/ns tHhe saie o e
horte, ry husband and I cwere at~
Cracted to the peacetil/ ddmosphere
2hat emanated Fron Che site. After
V/'Srlz‘t‘nﬂ the p/CZCe we felt thal Sant
Vincent woas the rost appropriate
Institetion for Kabia.
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We visit our son as ofden as posS—
Sible; e are always rundfud of his,
For «s, he never left ouf £apuly .




